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ALGER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

September 18, 2017 

 

Minutes are subject to corrections and approval 

 

 Pursuant to recess, the Alger County Board of Commissioners convened in the conference room of the 

county building at 4:00 p.m. on the above date. 

 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Doucette with the following Commissioners present:  

Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

The board of commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Public comment session was open. There was no public comment; thus, the public comment was closed.           

It was moved by Commissioner VanLandschoot and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to approve 

the consent agenda which includes the following items: 

Approve the MSU Extension Services Agreement; 
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Approve and authorize Chair signing two Letters of Support for Alger Conservation District; 
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Approve replacement of two defibrillators for the sheriff’s vehicles in the amount of $2,790 to Cardiac 

Life; 

Authorize Alger County to be the fiduciary of the U.P. Timber Industry Rails Study Grant; 

Authorize payment to LMAS for their quarterly appropriation in the amount of $20,745 (101-601-

969.000); 

Authorize payment of board bills; 

Approve Financial Reports for all funds (Trial Balance Report Available). A full 30-page report is 

available upon request with the treasurer; 

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  

Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to authorize the sheriff 

to go out on bids for a new 2017 GM G4500 McCoy Miller ambulance.  Motion carried by the following vote:  

Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner 

Mattson.  

 U.S. Forest Ranger Brian Hinch was present to discuss proposed fee increases for Grand Island.  Brian 

explained that 95% of monies generated by these fees are returned to maintain and operate Grand Island. 

Comment cards are available and can be returned until September 30, 2017.  The proposed fee increases will be 

presented to a Recreation Advisory Committee in January or February for approval.  Commissioner Rondeau 

questioned the Advisory Board Committee census.  Ranger Hinch will find a list of advisory members and 

supply it to the Commissioners. Sheriff Brock, Undersheriff Blank, Steve Webber and the Commissioners 

would like as much local feedback as possible. 

 Jana Mathieu was present to discuss Indigent Defense. A written plan will be submitted for October 

Board Meeting.  Attorneys will have to meet with clients within three days of assignment. The Public Defender 

model increases accountability, budgetary consistency, and overall quality of the justice system.  The current 

defense attorney system has inefficiencies and the proposed plan will increase the quality and presence of 
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defending attorneys. The Michigan Indigent Defense Fund will help cover the costs to startup a public 

defender’s office; expenses to implement the plan will be reimbursed as well.  Steve Webber explained that 

Prosecuting Attorney Karen Bahrman is onboard with the program.  Ms. Mathieu reiterated that the quality of 

court appointed attorneys representing clients in Alger County would be improved by funding continuing 

education. The deadline for the compliance plan is November 20, 2017 so there are two more Board meetings 

before the deadline to make changes and approve of the plan. 

It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to approve the 

Substance Abuse Disorder Grant in the amount of $4,300.  

 

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  

Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to approve the 2018 

Drug Court Grant.  
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Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  

Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to approve the 

Nepotism Policy as submitted:  
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Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  

Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Rondeau and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to authorize 

Commissioner Mattson, Commissioner Doucette, Mary Ann Froberg and Steve Webber to be attending the 

UPACC Fall Conference Oct. 19 & 20 at the Island Resort. Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – 

Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner 

Mattson. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Rondeau and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to reappoint 

Richard Hale to the Board of Canvassers for another four year term. Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes 

– Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner 

Mattson. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to reappoint Kay 

Powers to the Board of Canvassers for another four year term. Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – 

Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner 

Mattson. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Rondeau and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to reappoint 

Catherine Pullen & Mary Ann Froberg to the Commission on Aging Board for a one year term. Motion carried 

by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  

Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

 Commissioner Doucette updated the Board on the current situation of the ALTRAN Board members 

and the changes proposed to the ALTRAN Articles of Incorporation. It was moved by Commissioner Rondeau 

and seconded by Commissioner to temporarily appoint Steve Webber to the Alger County Transit Authority 

(ALTRAN) with the second member to be appointed by the City of Munising’s Board of Commissioners. 

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  

Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to approve the 

911 millage rate at .40 of a mill. Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, 

VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Rondeau and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot approve the 

Veteran’s millage rate at .10 of a mill. Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, 

Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

 There were no miscellaneous financial matters 

 There was no unfinished business 

 

 It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to approve resolution 

#2017-12 RESOLUTION OPPOSING PASSAGE AND ENACTMENT OF SENATE BILL 386 OF 2017 

 
WHEREAS, the collection of delinquent real property taxes and the administration of the delinquent 

tax revolving fund by the county treasurer under The General Property Tax, 1893 PA 206, as amended, MCL 

211.1 to 211.157, is important in assuring that ALGER COUNTY (the “County”) and local tax collecting units 

within the County actually receive taxes levied in a timely manner, that tax delinquent properties in the County 

are returned to productive use, and that a favorable credit rating for the County is maintained; 

 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 386 of 2017, as passed by the Michigan Senate (“SB 386”) would undermine 

the process for collecting delinquent real property taxes by:  (1) increasing, litigation against the county 

treasurer, allowing anyone to challenge a court-ordered property tax foreclosure for eight new reasons, even a 

person with no legal interest in the property; (2) clouding title to court-foreclosed properties, reducing sale 

proceeds used to reimburse local tax collecting units for unpaid property taxes and reducing delinquent tax 

revolving fund revenue; and (3) creating uncertainty through retroactivity and interference with a pending case 

before the Michigan Supreme Court; 
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WHEREAS, by allowing new collateral attacks on judicial foreclosure orders after the orders are final 

and appeal rights exhausted, SB 386 would undermine the quality of the fee simple title vested in the foreclosing 

governmental unit, cloud otherwise clear titles, create uncertainty, and reduce prices paid for tax-foreclosed 

properties at tax sales, all of which undermine the current effective tax sale and delinquent tax collection 

process; 

 

WHEREAS, for these reasons, the Michigan Association of Counties, the Michigan Association of 

County Treasurers, and the county treasurer of this County have indicated their opposition to the passage and 

enactment of SB 386; and 

 

WHEREAS, the county treasurer has asked this Board of Commissioners to join in opposing SB 386; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by this Board of Commissioners, Alger County, that the 

Board of Commissioners of ALGER COUNTY hereby opposes the passage and enactment of Senate Bill 386 of 

2017. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be transmitted to the county 

treasurer, each member of the Michigan State Senate and the Michigan House of Representatives representing 

ALGER COUNTY, and the Governor of Michigan. 

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  

Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to approve resolution 

#2017-13 Authorizing the Chair & Vice-Chair to sign for Hanley Field Exchange.  

 WHEREAS, the Alger County Board of Commissioners has designated the Chairman of the Alger 

County Board, Jerry Doucette, as an authorized signatory, or in his absence Vice-Chairman Esley Mattson, as an 

authorized signatory for the Hanley Field (5Y7) Exchange documents. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alger County Board of Commissioners agrees to 

move forward with the exchange. 

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  

Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 

Committee reports were next.  Commissioner VanLandschoot will update the Board at next months’ 

meetings. Commissioner Pullen updated the Board on issues regarding a hangar at Hanley Field as well as the 

airport land swap. 

Correspondence was briefly read from Department of Natural Resources Shingleton Forest Management 

Unit regarding Public Open House September 28, 2017 and the Shingleton Field Office; Department of Health 

and Human Services Board Meeting Notice and Agenda for September 21, 2017 and Minutes from August 17, 

2017 Board Meeting.    

Board comments were next. Commissioner Rondeau updated the Board that the landfill was utilized 

heavily on the Saturdays it was open.  Commissioner Rondeau also stated that the DNR’s open houses are very 

informative.  Commissioner Doucette will be presenting at the next NACo conference.  Commissioner Doucette 

announced UPPCO will be making decisions on energy generation in the Upper Peninsula. 

Staff comments were next. Steve Webber explained that the Stonegarden Grant awarded for this year is 

$55,000. Mr. Webber also elaborated on details of the funding and its allowable uses.  

Public comment session was open.   There was no public comment; thus, the public comment was 

closed.      

 It was moved by Commissioner VanLandschoot and seconded by Commissioner Pullen to adjourn this 

meeting at 7:15 p.m. Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Pullen, Rondeau, 

VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – Commissioner Mattson. 
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_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Jerry Doucette, Chairman    Mary Ann Froberg 
Alger County Board of Commissioners   Alger County Clerk 
 


